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which are unknown, only because scarcely any history
has been written at first hand.

Stair wished, above all, to hinder the Regent from
giving any assistance to the Pretender, and to prevent
him passing through the realm in order to reach a sea-
port Now the Regent was between two stools, for he
had promised the Pretender to wink at his doings, and
to favour his passage through France, if it were made
secretly, and, at the same time, he had assented to the
demand of Stair. Things had arrived at this pass when
the troubles increased in England, and the Earl of Mar
obtained some success in Scotland. Soon after news
came that the pretender had departed from Bar, and
was making his way to the coast. Thereupon Stair ran
in hot haste to M. le Due d'Orleans to ask him to keep
his promise, and hinder the Pretender's journey. The
Regent immediately sent off Contade, major in the
guards, very intelligent, and in whom he could trust,
with his brother, a lieutenant in the same regiment, and
two sergeants of their choice, to go to Chateau-Thierry,
and wait for the Pretender, Stair having sure informa-
tion that he would pass there. Contade set out at
night on the gth of November, well resolved and in-
structed to miss the person he was to seek. Stair, who
expected as much, took also his measures, which were
within an inch of succeeding; for this is what happened.

The Pretender set out disguised from Bar, accom-
panied by only three or four persons, and came to
Chaillot, where M. de Lauzun had a little house, which
he never visited, and which he had kept for mere fancy,
although he had a house at Passy, of which he made
much use. It was in this, Chaillot's house, that the Pre-